and said simply, ' The drama is not written.'
" ' Good heavens !' said I : ' well, then, you must put off the reading for six weeks.'
"' No, we must hurry on the drama to get the money. In a short time I have a large sum of money to pay.'
" ' To-morrow is impossible ; there is no time to copy it.'
" ' This is the way I have arranged things. You will write one act, Ourliac another, Laurent-Jan the third, De Belloy the fourth, I the fifth, and I shall read it at twelve o'clock as arranged. One act of a drama is only four or five hundred lines ; one can do five hundred lines of dialogue in a day and the night following.'
"' Relate the subject to me, explain the plot, sketch out the characters in a few words, and I will set to work,' I said, rather frightened.
"' Ah,' he cried, with superb impatience and magnificent disdain, ' if I have to relate the subject to you, we shall never have finished I'" *
After a great deal of trouble, Gautier managed to persuade Balzac to give him a slight idea of the plot, and began a scene, of which only a few words remain in the finished work. Of all Balzac's
* "Portraits Coutemporaius—Honore cle Balzac/' by Theoplrile Gautier.249Balzac considered it his duty, after presenting himself as candidate for the Academic and paying many of the prescribed visits, to retire in favour of Victor Hugo. As early as 1833 he had aspired to become some day " un des Quarante," and he then said half jokingly to his sister: " When I shall
